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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
What makes for good satire? This question is broad and intensely 
subjective to the point where any answer 
can and should be automatically classified 
as a matter of opinion, but it’s one that I 
think about a lot. I, like the Editor-in-Chief 
before me, rose up through the Other Press 
ranks by way of the Humour section. I 
had the wonderful job of writing several 
humour articles every week from 2016 to 
2017. This meant I had to try to be funny 
even as the world slipped on its axis and 
spun us into the current madness that has 
unfortunately become mundane, everyday 
reality.
Not to be hyperbolic or dramatic. I’m 
just very tired.
What does satire do? It’s slightly 
beyond—though not above—telling a set 
of jokes to make you laugh and brighten 
your day. Satire has a cutting edge, for 
better or for worse. I’ve seen (and honestly, 
have written) a lot of satire that can be 
easily dismissed with a sarcastic “ooh, 
edgy”, which is never what you want. 
There’s also the opposite danger 
with satire: The danger of people not 
getting the joke. For example, the song 
“Tomorrow Belongs to Me” from the 
musical Cabaret was meant to show the 
horrifyingly addictive and infectious 
nature of unbridled nationalism. 
Unfortunately, many alt-right and neo-
Nazi organizations have co-opted the piece 
as a kind of anthem for their ideology. 
When Stephen Colbert ran The Colbert 
Report, his character was meant to satirize 
conservative talk shows; however, there 
were those who thought the show was a 
sympathetic nod to these ideals rather 
than a lampooning of them. These days, 
Colbert’s political commentary is far more 
reflective of his personal beliefs. Was he 
more effective as a caricature than he is 
now? I’m sure there are arguments to be 
made either way. 
Moving beyond these thorny 
questions, here’s what I think good satire 
can do: It can demystify power structures 
that seem impossible to overcome. A 
well-placed joke can take power away from 
those who abuse it, and irony can prove 
devastating when employed as a weapon. 
Good satire also—and I stress, this is just 
my opinion—creates space. It gives people 
space to laugh at even the most frightening 
of oppressive circumstances, and it 
gives people space to examine their own 
behaviour to ensure that they aren’t the 
ones everyone is laughing at. Good satire 
punches up, never down. It cuts to certain 
truths. Comedy can be very dangerous if 
done well. 
If you like video essays, I’d highly 
suggest watching Lindsay Ellis’ Mel Brooks, 
The Producers and the Ethics of Satire 
about N@zis. It delves into the intricacies 
of successful versus unsuccessful satire and 
is an amazing watch on the whole—even if 
she doesn’t observe the Oxford comma.
In the meantime, this whole damn 
ramble was meant to introduce our new 
Entertainment Editor Isabelle Orr. She’ll be 
taking over from Klara Woldenga, who has 
written amazing satire for us for just over 
a year now. Humour is very important to 
the Other Press, and I’m very excited to see 
where Isabelle will take the section from 
here.
However you feel about satire, I’m sure 
you can agree that we all deserve a good 
laugh these days. 
Until next issue (which as it turns out 
was the Lettitor sign-off past-EIC Lauren 
Kelly used to use, SORRY LAUREN, I’m not 
changing it now),
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Bex Peterson
Lettitor
Room 1020 - 700 Royal Ave.
Douglas College
New Westminster, BC, V3L 5B2
604·525·3542
 theotherpress.ca
 editor@theotherpress.ca
   /theotherpress
/douglasotherpress
Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
 editor@theotherpress.ca
James Moore
Layout Manager
 layout@theotherpress.ca
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
Greg Waldock
Web Editor
 webeditor@theotherpress.ca
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
 assistant@theotherpress.ca
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
 graphics@theotherpress.ca
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
 arts@theotherpress.ca
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
[Vacant]
Entertainment Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
The Other Press has been Douglas 
College’s student newspaper since 
1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent of 
the student union. We are a registered 
society under the Society Act of British 
Columbia, governed by an eight-person 
board of directors appointed by our staff. 
Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.
The Other Press is published weekly 
during the fall and winter semesters, and 
monthly during the summer. We receive 
our funding from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester at 
registration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a 
member of the Canadian University Press 
(CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada.
The Other Press reserves the right to 
choose what we will publish, and we 
will not publish material that is hateful, 
obscene, or condones or promotes illegal 
activities. Submissions may be edited for 
clarity and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
Angela Ho
Business Manager
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Meghan Lin
Production Assistant
Cara Seccafien
Illustrator
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
Naomi Ambrose, Roshni Riar 
Staff Writers
Billy Bui
Staff Photographer
Jerrison Oracion 
Janis McMath
Senior Columnist
C J Sommerfeld 
Columnist
Karen Segal 
Contributor
The power of satire
Cover design Lauren Kelly
News
Have an idea for a story?
 news@theotherpress.ca
news // no. 3
• BC government announces $40 billion 
investment in natural gas
• Mental health awareness comes to 
Douglas College
...and more!
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
On October 2, committees from the Moody Park Residents Association 
and Glenbrooke Residents Association 
hosted an all-candidates meeting for the 
upcoming municipal election’s city council 
hopefuls. 
The event was hosted at the New 
Westminster Evangelical Free Church—
which is in Burnaby rather than New West 
as the moderator, Meg Holden, pointed 
out—and was completely volunteer-run. 
Interestingly enough, the majority of 
attendees at the meeting looked to be from 
Caucasian backgrounds and over 30 years 
old. The New West Record and the Other 
Press volunteered as the press panel for 
the event and were responsible for asking 
candidates questions. 
The event kicked off at 7 pm, where 
Holden opened up the ceremony and 
asked the candidates to deliver 30-second 
speeches about themselves. There was 
one official party present at the election, 
called the New West Progressive Electors 
Coalition. The candidates representing the 
New West Progressives are Bryn Ward, Paul 
McNamara, Ellen Vaillancourt, and Daniel 
Fontaine. 
The independent candidates 
represent no specific party themselves. 
The people running in New Westminster 
as independents are Angela Sealy, Benny 
Ogden, Mike Ireland, and Troy Hunter. 
Finally, and most confusingly, the 
candidates Chinu Das, Nadine Nakagawa, 
Mary Trentadue, Chuck Puchmayr, 
Patrick Johnstone, and Jaimie McEvoy 
are unofficially running together as Team 
Cote—or for re-election as the current 
mayor’s council. This choice to not run 
unified has been critiqued by residents 
of New Westminster, who feel that the 
current council universally agrees on most 
matters.
The four people running for mayor in 
New Westminster are Nikki Binns, who is 
an independent, Harm Woldring with the 
New West Progressives, Jonathan Cote for 
Team Cote, and finally Jimmie (James) Bell 
as another independent. 
The all-candidates meeting started 
off with candidates from opposing parties 
being given either a warm-up question 
about the history of New Westminster or 
a fun question about themselves. Which 
candidate answered the best according to 
the crowd determined who would answer 
the press panel question first. 
Topics that were discussed during the 
candidates questioning period included 
affordability and housing, road conditions, 
development, and density. Once all of the 
candidates had a turn to face off, then the 
mayoral candidates were brought to the 
stage.
Harm Woldring spoke first and said 
that his first priority if elected into council 
would be to change the tax structure 
enacted by the previous government. 
“The single overriding issue that 
affects everything—housing, affordability, 
et cetera—is our tax structure,” he said. 
“We have a tax system that rewards a 
very small number of people with a lot 
of money that costs the rest of us a lot of 
money. To me, the single overriding issue is 
fairness, and fairness with taxing is where 
we need to start.”
Nikki Binns was next and stated that 
her main concerns were issues around 
housing and liveability.
“The reason why I’m running is to 
address traffic, amenities, and housing 
and affordability,” she said. “We need to be 
listening to our community”
Jimmie Bell took a different approach 
during the meeting and talked about his 
past experience in the workforce.
“I’ve had to do everything and 
anything to keep those bills coming. I think 
a lot of you understand what that’s like,” 
said Bell.
Finally, to end the meeting, current 
mayor Jonathan Cote said that he is proud 
of the work his council has done in office 
and wants to continue making progress 
with it.
“Moving forward, we do face our 
challenges,” he said. “I have three top 
priorities: Number one is housing 
affordability […] number two is to support 
a strong local economy […] and the third 
priority is investing in community facilities 
we love.”
To watch the entire meeting, check out 
newwest.tv for full coverage of the event.
New West all-candidates meeting
 › Cast your ballot on October 20
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World Teachers’ Day
 › October 5 marks a celebration for teachers
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
October 5 was the day to celebrate teachers and their 
conttributions to educating young 
minds. 
As one of the jobs where a 
common saying amongst educators 
is to ask why future teachers would 
ever want to become one, October 
5 is when they are given recognition 
for everything they do. After all, 
professors and instructors spend 
almost the same crucial amount of 
time with their students as friends or 
family do. 
The auspicious day was 
inaugurated by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) in the 
year 1994. To celebrate the event in 
honour of all the teachers on this 
planet, this year UNESCO organized 
an international conference on the 
same day in Paris. According to 
the pre-event announcement by 
UNESCO, the theme for the year was 
“The right to education means the 
right to a qualified teacher.”
The theme was chosen by 
UNESCO to “remind the global 
community that the right to 
education cannot be achieved 
without the right to trained and 
qualified teachers,” according to 
their website. The event page states 
that one of the most pressing issues 
with regards to education is a lack of 
educators worldwide.
“There are an estimated 264 
million children and youth still 
out of school globally,” states 
UNESCO’s website. “To reach the 
2030 Education Goals of universal 
primary and secondary education, 
the world needs to recruit almost 69 
million new teachers.” The site goes 
on to point out that this problem is 
prevalent in communities housing 
“vulnerable populations, such as 
girls, children with disabilities, 
refugee and migrant children, or 
poor children living in rural or 
remote areas.”
The teaching profession 
is unlike many others: It often 
requires teachers to get into the role 
of caregivers. Their role isn’t just 
limited to teaching what is a part 
of the textbook, but rather they 
act as a link between society as a 
whole and youngsters, thereby also 
helping students develop social and 
emotional skills. 
Canada has a dearth of certified 
teachers. In order to get into the 
profession, BC schools usually 
require teaching certificates. They 
are issued by the Canadian Ministry 
of Education, with the rules differing 
in each province for how to be 
certified. 
World Teachers’ Day is a chance 
to acknowledge a profession where 
the rewards can be less direct. 
Teaching a student is like planting 
a plant, nurturing it, and watering 
it, knowing that you won’t be able to 
take the fruits back home.
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
On account of the 30th anniversary of National Coming Out Day, Douglas 
Students’ Union organized DSU Pride 
Coming Out Day on October 9. 
The event aimed to celebrate people’s 
gender identities and sexual orientations 
in order to encourage the idea that people 
should not be ashamed of who they are. 
To celebrate the LGBTQ+ community, a 
discussion was held where people could 
come out and speak their heart out. Believe 
it or not, some pride stories brought tears 
to the eyes of everyone present. 
In an interview with the Other Press, 
Melissa Chirino, a second year Psychology 
student and Pride Representative for the 
DSU, said that there will be more events 
like this in the future hosted by the DSU.
“Since I started working here, this 
was my first event and I actually felt the 
need of having one where students could 
come out and express themselves and raise 
their voice,” said Chirino. She said she 
anticipates that the DSU will hold more 
and more similar events in the future.  
For people who couldn’t come out and 
didn’t feel confident enough to share their 
stories, Chirino also said that her office is a 
safe space.
“You can always come up to me during 
my office hours and talk to me,” she said. “I 
will hear you out. If not, you can go to the 
counsellors whenever you feel like.”
All the people present at the event 
were from different countries and 
backgrounds. A common idea passed 
around them was that everyone felt Canada 
is the safest country when it comes to the 
acceptance of LGBTQ+ 
people. 
According to the 
Government of Canada’s 
website, sexual intercourse 
between same-sex couples 
was only legalized in 
1969, and same-sex marriage was only 
considered legal in 2005. Though LGBTQ+ 
people are still a long way from being 
treated equally in Canadian society, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau was the first 
Canadian prime minister to walk in pride 
parades throughout the country, marking 
another step towards full acceptance.
Various organizations like Egale 
Canada, LAMBDA Foundation, Welcome 
Friend Association, and PFLA Canada 
aim to further sexual orientation rights 
within Canada. Amendments were made 
to the Canadian Human Rights Act in the 
year 1996 to exclude sexual orientation as 
a basis of discrimination. The Canadian 
Human Rights Commission is in charge of 
monitoring the implementation of the act. 
Chirino said that compared to home, 
she found Canada to be a more accepting 
country.
“In other countries, people are both 
ignorant and unaware of this whole 
situation,” she said. “Like my school back 
home would never put a gay flag up. In 
Canada, people are chill. They will hear you 
more and not discriminate or act differently 
with you.”
Guidelines for cannabis legalization in BC
DSU hosts Coming Out Day!
 › It’s legal, but barely
 › A day to be proud of who you are
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Katie Czenczek
News Editor
With October 17 quickly approaching, the BC government has revealed 
how cannabis will be regulated in our 
province.
A press release from the Ministry 
of Public Safety and Solicitor General 
highlighted that there will now be two 
different types of licenses for those 
interested in selling cannabis, replacing 
the July 2018 Interim Licensing Regulation. 
One of the key points from the press 
release was that the use or opening of 
cannabis in licensed retail stores and 
government cannabis stores is prohibited. 
This makes it so dreams of Amsterdam 
cafés won’t really materialize. 
Interestingly enough, the majority of 
people who replied to a telephone survey 
conducted by the BC government—68 
percent of respondents—were in support 
of establishing tasting lounges or cannabis 
cafés. For those who filled out a feedback 
form, 75 percent supported the idea.
Cannabis can be smoked, vaped, or 
consumed in any way in public spaces 
where people also are allowed to smoke 
tobacco or vape. Places where children are 
likely to be—such as schools or parks—are 
strictly prohibited. The only exception to 
this rule is for those who use medicinal 
marijuana, who will be able to do so at 
schools and on trains, boats, and even 
inter-city buses. Douglas College has 
banned all cannabis smoking and vaping, 
though they did not indicate on their 
website whether that included medicinal 
uses.
Adults, which in this case is anyone 19 
years and older, are able to grow up to four 
cannabis plants per household as long as 
the plants cannot be seen by the public. 
That being said, landlords and strata 
councils will have the ability to ban people 
from growing their own plants. 
Driving while high will be 
criminalized similarly to how it already has 
been in the past. Going forward, the BC 
government plans to “create a new 90-day 
Administrative Driving Prohibition (ADP) 
for drug affected driving”, according to the 
BC government’s website. 
BC liquor stores will sell pre-packaged 
and sealed dried cannabis, seeds, and 
oils. All licensed selling of cannabis will 
be taxed a seven percent PST on both 
medicinal and recreational products. 
The maximum amount of cannabis that a 
person can possess in a non-public place is 
1,000 grams. 
US Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) said that Canadians working in the 
cannabis industry legally will be allowed 
entry into the US. This is a dramatic shift 
to what was previously said two weeks 
ago, when the CBP banned workers from 
entering the country. It’s a significant 
change in border control over cannabis, 
since previously any mention of cannabis, 
legal or not, could give a Canadian a 
lifetime ban from the US. However, it 
should still be noted that for those who 
are just using recreational cannabis, they 
may still be at risk for lifetime restriction if 
considered an “abuser” of drugs banned by 
our neighbours in the south.
issue 7// vol 45 news // no. 5
Beyond the blues
 › Mental health awareness comes to Douglas College
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
You’ve likely met someone or are someone who is affected by mental 
illness. According to the Canadian Mental 
Health Association’s website, one in five 
Canadians are afflicted with mental health 
problems or illnesses. To help address this 
issue and in the wake of Mental Health 
Day, Douglas College organized the 
therapeutic event “Beyond the Blues” on 
October 10 at New Westminster campus 
and October 11 at Coquitlam campus. The 
event aimed to spread awareness about the 
issues of mental health and to give people 
ways to deal with them.
The event presented the ultimate 
opportunity to relax, with coffee, animals, 
mental health self-tests, a lot of knowledge, 
paintbrush sessions, anti-stress bags, and 
more. Like every semester, there was a huge 
lineup of students coming to grab a hot 
drink and take some love and pampering 
in return. Stalls were set up to create 
anti-stress bags of your own and paint 
your heart out. Students enthusiastically 
participated in each one of them.
Student life is full of many different 
expectations that pile up—assignments, 
job, decisions, midterms, and final exams, 
to name a few. One solution to the stress 
building up may be a living fur ball: Present 
at the event were the volunteers for the 
Pacific Assistance Dogs Society (PADS).
PADS is certified in training dogs for 
professional requirements or people with 
disabilities. The volunteers aid with the 
responsibility of training these assistance 
dogs. In an interview with the Other Press, 
Lurline Langbell, who is an avid volunteer 
with PADS, said, “These dogs within a span 
of two years are taught up to 37 commands. 
From turning off the lights to helping you 
dress up, they can do everything.” The 
retired women had a six-month-old dog 
named Jewel with her, a Black Labrador 
from California. 
The relationship between animals and 
human beings has existed for thousands of 
years, offering both companionship and in 
some cases, therapy. 
According to the 2017 annual report 
of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, and reports of the 
Office of the High Commissioner and the 
Secretary-General, “The current estimates 
are that mental health 
conditions will affect 
one in four people 
throughout their 
lifetime. However, 
nearly two thirds of 
persons with mental 
health conditions will 
not seek treatment 
for their condition. 
Persons with 
mental conditions 
also experience 
disproportionately 
higher rates of poor 
physical health for a 
variety of reasons.”
Dogs, who appear to be the most 
receptive to being therapeutic pets in 
the animal kingdom, ask for nothing in 
exchange for the love and affection they 
provide. According to the National Center 
for Biotechnology Information’s report 
The Buffer Effect of Therapy Dog Exposure 
on Stress Reactivity in Undergraduate 
Students, “Research has shown that 
the presence of one’s pet during stress 
induction may buffer physiological 
reactivity. Previous research also shows 
that exposure to a therapy dog can have 
beneficial effects in patient populations 
and can modulate physiological indices of 
stress such as blood pressure and cortisol.” 
Douglas College also set up a booth 
to share information about exercises to 
cope up with mental illness. Due to the 
prevalence of mental health issues and 
the need for increased dialogue, many 
organizations, colleges, and universities 
have started to come up with such sessions, 
events, or therapies. 
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
British Columbia’s liquefied natural gas (LNG) sector has gotten a new 
economic boost. 
According to a recent press release 
from the BC Office of the Premier, British 
Columbia’s LNG sector receivedt a $40 
billion investment from LNG Canada. The 
investment will go towards a natural gas 
pipeline built in northeast BC that leads to 
Kitimat. LNG Canada will spearhead the 
project and will sell LNG to Asian markets, 
which is expected to generate $24 billion in 
British Columbia from investments.
Premier John Horgan said in the 
press release that the project will balance 
interests in the province.
“Today’s decision by LNG Canada to 
invest in northern BC demonstrates that 
balancing our economic, environmental, 
and reconciliation priorities is possible,” 
he said. “It’s a balance that will benefit 
the people of BC as we build a cleaner 
economy.”
LNG Canada stated in a press release 
who the LNG Canada project participants 
are. 
According to the release, the 
“venture participants—Shell, PETRONAS, 
PetroChina, Mitsubishi Corporation and 
KOGAS—have taken a Final Investment 
Decision (FID) to build the LNG Canada 
export facility in Kitimat, British Columbia, 
in the traditional territory of the Haisla 
Nation.”
The LNG Canada press release 
also included information about the 
distribution of responsibilities among the 
LNG Canada project participants. “Each 
joint venture participant will be responsible 
to provide its own natural gas supply and 
will individually offtake and market its 
share of LNG. The FID is for two processing 
units or ‘trains,’ with first LNG expected 
before the middle of the next decade,” said 
the release.
With regards to the economic activity 
that is expected to be generated from the 
investment, the Office of the Premier 
stated that over 40 years, $23 billion in 
public revenue should be generated. 
Moreover, up to 10,000 jobs are expected to 
be created during construction and up to 
950 permanent jobs will be created when 
operations begin. 
     The BC Premier’s Office also 
included perspectives about the project’s 
significance for First Nations, particularly 
the Haisla Nation, in whose territory the 
pipeline will be built.
According to the release, the First 
Nations are partners with the project. The 
release further stated that “project partners 
have reached agreements with elected 
First Nations at the project site and along 
the pipeline route.” Neither the Office 
of the Premier’s press release nor LNG 
Canada’s specified whether these project 
partners were from LNG Canada or the BC 
government.
However, Karen Ogen-Toews, the First 
Nations LNG Alliance CEO, shared some 
insights. 
“This [project] is great news for the BC 
economy, for Canada, and for First Nations 
in BC,” said Ogen-Toews in a statement 
within the Office of the Premier’s press 
release. “Responsible LNG development 
means real benefits for Indigenous peoples 
and communities, long-term careers and 
reliable revenue to help First Nations close 
the economic gap between their members 
and other Canadians.” 
The start date for the project was not 
specified in the releases. 
BC’s LNG sector enters a new phase
 › BC government announces $40 billion investment in natural gas
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Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Big Mouth is disgusting, and I highly recommend not watching this during 
dinner, to say the least. I learned that 
the hard way. However, I do recommend 
watching it at some point. 
The show features a boy named 
Andrew, his friends Jessi, Nick, Jay, and 
a multitude of other young people going 
through the blossomings of puberty. 
Although Big Mouth is geared towards 
adult viewers, it would do good for 
young teens to watch the show because it 
addresses many stigmatized topics that 
may not always be open for discussion. 
The heart of the show is based in 
raunchy humour, and there is no holding 
back. The humour is utilized extremely 
well and does its job in helping to recreate 
those awkward pubescent years far too 
realistically. Looking back on them now, 
they are horrifying—but since we’ve all 
had our slew of embarrassment, Big Mouth 
serves to shed a light on those years, so we 
can all laugh together, and suddenly some 
of our worst memories don’t seem that bad. 
The series deals with a broad range 
of topics that may not be discussed by… 
well, anyone, really. However, the way it 
deals with said topics is remarkable in the 
sense that it is never preachy. The main 
messages are almost always in parables. 
This happens to be one of the best ways to 
tackle topics like these, since telling stories 
and voicing the main messages indirectly 
is a soft approach to opening viewers up to 
social issues, allowing them to explore their 
own thoughts and feelings on a subject in a 
non-judgemental way. 
Another way the show keeps a 
judgement-free atmosphere is through the 
character development. The show doesn’t 
preach a right or wrong directly, but it’s 
still made obvious enough which is which. 
Every lovable character is always in the 
wrong about something, which helps keep 
the viewer from feeling alienated about 
their own beliefs.
Some of the topics include the 
objectification of women, feminism, 
body image issues, relationships, and 
family issues. The show’s main character, 
Andrew, and his male friends succumb to 
falling for a girl simply because her chest 
begins developing. The girls in their grade 
who are not developing at the same rate 
begin feeling self-conscious (which later 
translates into a musical number about 
loving your body). The animation of the 
series goes very into detail on everything 
from bile to bodies, letting us visually 
appreciate how terrible it all really is.
While humorous and gross, the show 
provides tremendous bouts of advice on 
just about everything, for young teens and 
adults alike. The characters are all getting 
acquainted with relationships and they 
derive their knowledge from many places, 
including the ghost of Duke Ellington 
in Nick’s attic. Nick asks Ellington for 
relationship advice and Ellington responds 
by telling him to simply listen to women, 
who he says, “just want to be treated like 
human beings.”
A large aspect of the characters, 
and the entire show, is the involvement 
of all the teenagers’ parents. Andrew’s 
parents often harbour a negative outlook 
on everything Andrew likes, yet show 
compassion through involvement in his 
life regardless. Jay’s family is extremely 
dysfunctional: His mother is psychotic and 
an alcoholic, his father constantly cheats 
on his mother, and his brothers bully 
him. Honestly though, Jay’s entire life is 
dysfunctional (he has sexual relationships 
with personified pillows—it’s a mess). 
Jessi’s parents are going through a divorce, 
so a lot of screen time is dedicated to how 
Jessi is coping (or in this case, lashing out 
and rebelling). 
A lot of the smaller details from 
pubescent years are thrown in for kicks, 
such as how their sex-ed teacher has 
never had sex and knows nothing about 
the subject whatsoever. From my own 
experience regarding sex education in 
public school, that is oh-so-relatable. 
Luckily for the teenagers, they are 
surrounded by strong characters, whether 
it be their friends, siblings, or parents, who 
take opportunities like these to broaden 
the horizons of characters and viewers 
alike, allowing everyone to learn and grow 
as a person.
Gross, honest, and so relatable
 › ‘Big Mouth: season 2’ review
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Senior Columnist
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With awards season happening right now there are a lot of films being 
released that could win awards. One of 
the most highly-anticipated films this fall 
is the new version of A Star is Born. This 
modernization of the 1954 Judy Garland 
classic (which was itself adapted from a 
1937 film) starring Lady Gaga and Bradley 
Cooper is also Cooper’s first film as a 
director. Even though I have not seen the 
original version of the film yet, this remake 
was like an entirely different film and it is 
as great as the original by today’s standards. 
Jackson Maine (Bradley Cooper) is 
one of the biggest musicians in the world 
but also a heavy drinker and a drug addict. 
After a concert, he goes to a drag club and is 
mesmerized by Ally (Lady Gaga), who also 
works as a server and writes her own songs.
When Jackson repeatedly asks Ally 
to go with him to a gig, she quits her job, 
attends the gig and shows herself on the 
big stage. As Ally gets more popular and 
goes through the music industry machine, 
Jackson and Ally’s collaboration gets more 
magical. The film seems like an accurate 
depiction of the music industry and shows 
the many problems that a musician has 
to go through. When Ally makes her first 
album, her producer, Rez (Rafi Gavron), 
tells her that she has to make some 
changes, like change her hair colour and 
have backup dancers. Ally resents these 
changes, especially in comparison to 
Jackson’s approach, which allowed her to 
be herself. It shows that music producers 
should give musicians more creative 
freedom. This message affected the end of 
the film, which is a bit disappointing.
The songs in the film are great, 
especially since there have not been many 
great songs in the last few months until 
this film was released. The tracks were 
written by both Lady Gaga and Cooper. 
Jackson’s songs reminded me of the songs 
in the Robert Altman film Nashville. Any of 
them could be nominated for Best Original 
Song in the Academy Awards next year, 
including the song Jackson and Ally sing 
when she shows her musical talent for the 
first time, “Shallow”. In my opinion, A Star 
is Born is the best soundtrack of this year. 
Cooper’s directing style involves 
handheld camera movements and close-
ups in slow motion, with characters 
looking at the camera with beautiful 
images. When he plays Jackson, it is as if 
he is impersonating Sam Elliott who plays 
his brother and manager, Bobby. The scene 
where the brothers fight is as interesting as 
the scene in Precious when Precious argues 
with her mother. In A Star is Born we see 
Dave Chappelle in a dramatic role—instead 
of his usual stand-up comedy routines—as 
Jackson’s best friend George. There is also a 
nod to the original version in the beginning 
of the film when Ally walks outside of the 
parking lot in her workplace. 
The new version of A Star is Born is an 
instant classic and it’s great both visually 
and musically.
Rebirth of a classic musical movie
 › ‘A Star Is Born’ film review
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While the 2000s were not a very long time ago, they are as special as every 
other decade. When the last season of 
CNN’s The 2000s was shown, it brought 
back the nostalgia of what we had just gone 
through. There is also a surge of films that 
bring back memories of a recent past, such 
as Lady Bird, which takes place between 
2002 and 2003, a Japanese film called 
Sunny which goes back to the 1990s, and 
a new film called It’s Boring Here, Pick Me 
Up, which had its world premiere in the 
Vancouver International Film Festival this 
year and releases in Japan this Friday. 
Based on a book by Mariko Yamauchi, 
Ryuichi Hiroki has made a film about 
people going back to their hometown and 
remembering moments in their lives that 
they wanted to forget.
The film begins in 2013 when a 
woman (Ai Hashimoto) asks a server for 
the whereabouts of her former classmate, 
Shiina (Ryo Narita). Next, she sees her 
best friend and they go on a tour of her 
hometown, which she was very bored of 
when she lived there prior to moving to 
Tokyo. They go to an arcade where they 
used to hang out a lot. There she sees a 
former boyfriend (Mugi Kadowaki) still 
playing his favourite game and all of them 
reminisce about their past. The film goes 
through a loop of flashbacks between 
2004 and 2010 to show why some of the 
characters regret what they did during that 
time before going back to the present. The 
characters also encounter other people that 
they know, such as Shiina’s sister. 
There are a lot of scenes that were 
shot in one take to make it feel like you are 
with the characters. The flashback scenes 
are very nostalgic, 
showing Japan in 
the 2000s paired 
with a soundtrack 
comprised of songs 
from that decade. The 
film even plays a song 
by Saboten (a very 
popular band in that 
decade) in one scene—a track which was 
their biggest song in 2004. 
During the world premiere of It’s 
Boring Here, Pick Me Up in the VIFF, Hiroki 
and Hashimoto introduced the film and 
did a Q&A after the screening. This was 
Hashimoto’s first time visiting Vancouver.
I asked Hiroki if there is a surge of 
nostalgic films, to which he answered 
that he did not intend to make a film that 
brought back nostalgia, but to make a film 
about people going back to their past. He 
added that his high school years were not 
fun. Also, I asked Hashimoto if she drew 
upon any personal experiences when they 
were filming. She told me that while she 
did not use her personal experiences, she 
did draw from her interests, especially 
during the scenes in the arcade.
Like the title of the film, Hashimoto 
described her character as bored or average 
because she just goes to her hometown and 
is not excited about it, compared to the 
eccentric characters that she’s played in her 
other films. Going back to your hometown 
can be full of reminiscing and maybe 
boring, as shown in It’s Boring Here, Pick 
Me Up.
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Guo Pei is one of China’s most renowned and game-changing designers. For over 
20 years she has dressed royalty, political 
elites, and international influencers alike. 
She has been named in Time Magazine’s 
top 100 most influential people. Her exhibit 
“Couture Beyond” at the Vancouver Art 
Gallery showcases over 40 of her creations.
The exhibition demonstrates an 
intersection between art and fashion. It 
features Guo Pei’s most celebrated runway 
collections, such as a yellow embroidered 
cape worn by Rihanna at the 2015 Met Gala, 
a collaboration with MAC cosmetics, and 
recent designs which have never been seen 
before. 
Many of Guo’s creations are inspired 
by China’s last imperial dynasty, the Qing 
empire, and traditional craft practices, 
along with her own ideas on contemporary 
sensibility.
The yellow cape worn by Rihanna was 
a struggle to make. It took over two years to 
create due to the surplus amount of details 
and craftsmanship. The cape weighs 50 
pounds and the train is 16 feet long. 
After creating the cape, Guo was 
surprised by an offer for it. “A few years 
later Rihanna contacted my husband 
and wanted to borrow this piece. I didn’t 
know who Rihanna was! […] I didn’t 
think celebrities wearing this was the 
best setting, however the inner beauty 
of Rihanna, and this yellow cape, turned 
out to be a great collaboration,” said Guo 
through an English translator during a 
media tour at the gallery.
The entire exhibit features a theme of 
desaturated colours paired with detailed 
gold embroidery. There are also a lot of 
red shades and floral designs on many 
creations, which are heavily influenced by 
Chinese culture. Two unique but beautiful 
colours used by Guo include diluted mint 
greens and lavenders.
Most of the creations in the exhibit 
are made of thick and heavy materials, 
including furry fabrics and metallic 
details on the shoes, headdresses, and 
main pieces. Guo plays a lot with folds of 
fabric, twisting and turning folds on the 
undersides of dresses into swirls and floral 
patterns. She also uses the folding of fabric 
as a medium to add dimension to many 
of the articles on display, making some 
parts appear taller and using the added 
layer textures as signatures for the pieces 
themselves. 
Guo is unique in the design of her 
additional pieces of shoes and headdresses. 
Many shoes toy with the addition of empty 
space within the heel, and many have 
jewels and tassels dangling in the empty 
space, accompanying the stylistic colour 
palette and theme of the entire work. 
Similarly, most of the body pieces have 
supplementary headdresses, ranging from 
painted crowns to decorative plants (and 
even some traditional vases). 
Most prevalent throughout the pieces 
are themes of nature, which pair elegantly 
with the soft colour palettes of all the 
designs. The embroidery on all of Guo’s 
works is full of wonderful, intricate details, 
signifying that she truly is a master of her 
craft. 
Haute couture beyond our time
 › ‘Guo Pei: Couture Beyond’ gallery exhibition review
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Nostalgia in a boring place
 › ‘It’s Boring Here, Pick Me Up’ film review
‘I
t’
s 
B
o
ri
n
g
 H
er
e,
 P
ic
k 
M
e 
U
p
’
p
ro
m
o
ti
o
n
al
 im
ag
e
arts // no. 8 theotherpress.ca
C J Sommerfeld
Columnist 
    
The film Memoir of War is a period piece set during World War II in Paris, 
France. Based on a true story, it follows 
Marguerite Duras—played by the beautiful 
Mélanie Thierry—and her long, protracted 
wait for her husband Robert to return from 
war. (Spoilers ahead!)
The film is narrated by protagonist 
Duras, reading and reliving what she had 
previously written in her journal while 
her husband was away. The film begins 
with Duras enlightening the viewer that 
she does not have any recollection of 
writing such monstrosities in her journal. 
She does, however, recognize the idiolect 
to be hers and the described events to 
run parallel with what she remembers 
of her life while her husband was away, 
confirming that she had been the one 
who had written the journal entries. This 
acknowledgement of her stress-induced 
memory loss, paired with the muted colour 
palette of the opening scenes, sets the 
melancholy tone for the film.
All two hours and six minutes of the 
film (opt for the large bag of popcorn when 
watching this one) were crafted around 
Duras waiting for her husband Robert 
to return from war. The slow, drawn-out 
storyline really makes the viewer feel like 
they, too, are waiting a lifetime for their 
husband to return from war. Similarly, 
the gauziness of the colours on screen 
encapsulates the viewer, allowing them 
to feel the collective gloom which hung 
over Paris during this time. Additionally, 
blurred and out-of-focus camera shots 
help the viewer empathize further with 
Duras’ distorted head space. All these 
factors contribute to getting so emotionally 
absorbed into the film, you almost forget 
that your emotions (and location) are 
separate from Duras’.
The film follows Duras running 
around her melancholic city, trying to 
gather information about Robert’s location. 
She dodges advances of other men (and all 
offers of food) as her mind is preoccupied 
with her husband’s safe return. As the 
film wraps up, the long-awaited reunion 
materializes. However, although this was 
ultimately what both protagonist and 
viewer had waited for, upon Robert’s 
reappearance both Duras and the viewer 
realize that they had been obsessed about 
the action of his return and not the return 
of his presence in her life. Duras’s emotions 
regarding the two are independent of each 
other; she waited anxiously for him to come 
back safe without truly wanting to be in his 
presence.
It is an age-old notion that everything 
is more enticing when it is not present in 
your life. The grass is always greener on 
the other side—is it not? Maybe that grass 
is always greener because your mind has 
fertilized it more than your own.
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
I can’t believe how much I enjoyed the new Twenty One Pilots album. The last 
few years have been a little rocky for the 
band. While I’m sure everyone can agree 
“Stressed Out” was far too overplayed, it’s 
still undeniably a good song. Nevertheless, 
the band is back with another album full 
of hits.
Twenty One Pilots is an alternative 
rock duo composed of Josh Dun, the 
drummer, and Tyler Joseph, who does 
everything else. Joseph is the pianist, 
lyricist, and vocalist, among other essential 
parts to the band. Trench is their fifth 
studio album and their first record after a 
three-year hiatus post-Blurryface, their last 
(very successful) album. Chronologically, 
their released albums are titled: Twenty 
One Pilots, Regional at Best, Vessel, 
Blurryface, and now Trench. 
The singles off the album are 
“Jumpsuit”, “Nico and the Niners”, 
“Levitate”, and “My Blood”. Trench is a 
concept album set in the fictional city of 
Dema and the surrounding valley called 
Trench. The album’s themes are those 
recurrent in works by Twenty One Pilots—
insecurities, faith, and mental illness. 
Commonly, bands debut their sound 
with their major-label debut album (in this 
case, Vessel). However, with the release 
of Trench, Vessel now seems like the most 
distinct sound they’ve had. Noticeably on 
Trench, their sound has clearly developed, 
yet it also sounds much like their oldest 
albums, unlike Vessel or Blurryface. While 
Vessel and Blurryface were the band’s first 
trials in more produced, electronic sounds, 
Trench brings back a lot of the casual, 
piano sound from their self-titled and 
Regional at Best albums, with tracks such 
as “Neon Gravestones”, a song highlighting 
the negative impact of romanticizing 
suicide. 
The sound in their new album is 
thankfully a lot less melodramatic than 
in their last one. Joseph rarely delves into 
romantic songs that sound romantic. For 
example, he plays with juxtaposition in the 
song “Smithereens”, a song dedicated to 
his wife, Jenna, proclaiming that he would 
get beaten to smithereens for her—similar 
to his previous song for Jenna, “Tear In My 
Heart”. The entire vibe of Trench is very 
groovy but switches up the rhythm with 
the occasional fast-paced track. 
My favourite song on this record 
changes everyday. My favourite grooves 
are currently “Cut My Lip” and “Morph”, 
which are about persevering through hard 
times and life after death, respectively. My 
favourite banger may always be “Levitate”, 
a rap song furthering the plot of Dema and 
Trench. It is one of the first tracks on the 
album, ending with the line “Welcome to 
Trench.”
Boasting a casual sound and 
meaningful lyrics, Trench is the kind of 
album you can listen to whenever and 
wherever you happen to be. 
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
The Vancouver Writers Fest has kicked off an exciting week of events spanning 
from October 15 to 21. The annual festival 
offers over 70 literary events peppered 
across various Granville Island venues—
namely Performance Works, Revue Stage, 
Studio 1398, Waterfront Theatre, and 
Granville Island Stage—throughout the 
week. 
The Fest gives attendees the chance 
to explore different literary genres. Events 
are broken up into categories with focus 
on specific genres and themes. The Writers 
Fest also lets festival-goers discover and 
support over 100 local and international 
writers. Attendees can be involved 
in conversations that emphasize the 
importance of not only just taking part in 
reading and writing but celebrating them 
as acts of art and education.
Events begin each morning, starting as 
early as 10 am, and typically run for an hour 
and a half. There’s an average of 10 events 
taking place each day, so there’s a lot to 
choose from when deciding what you’d like 
to attend. The ticket prices for all weekday 
events range from $20 to $26 for regular 
admission.  
For fans of suspenseful thrillers, 
there’s Can’t Look Away with mystery 
writers Michael Robotham, Liz Nugent, 
and Iain Reid on October 16 at 8:30 pm. 
On October 18 at 8 pm, there’s Politics & 
Prose with Chelene Knight, Waubgeshig 
Rice, and Javier Zamora. For comic 
book enthusiasts, you’ll want to see The 
Superhero In You with E. Paul Zehr on 
October 19 at 10 am. For fans of humour, 
there’s Told with Humour on October 19 
at 8:30 pm with Randy Boyagoda, Rawi 
Hage, and Maureen Medved. There’s 
also the Poetry Bash on October 19 at 8 
pm, featuring Shane Koyczan, Billy-Ray 
Belcourt, Julie Bruck, Sabrina Mahfouz, 
Javier Zamora, and Katherena Vermette.
On October 20 the Fest is offering a 
“Free Saturday”, giving attendees on a tight 
budget the chance to go to events for free 
or by donation—donations go towards 
supporting the festival and keeping it 
accessible and affordable—which is a great 
initiative to bring these types of events 
to everyone, regardless of their situation. 
Tickets for the Saturday events can be 
reserved online, with a small number to be 
held at the door of each event. The lineup 
for Saturday is seriously impressive, with 
events like YA Rising, a look at young adult 
literature with Rachel Hartman, Uzma 
Jalaluddin, and Kim Purcell at 2 pm; a 
discussion about intertwining history and 
fiction with Scars of History featuring Esi 
Edugyan, Alix Hawley, and Rawi Hage 
at 8 pm; and a showcasing of The Best 
Canadian Poetry at 2 pm with Dionne 
Brand, Canisia Lubrin, Shazia Hafiz Ramji, 
and Christopher Tubbs. 
The week of events and activities 
promises to be eventful, inspiring, and 
most of all, entertaining. There’s something 
for everyone, and anyone who does get 
the chance to attend will hopefully leave 
Granville Island having learned something 
new or found something to think 
about—feeling the powerful impact of the 
Vancouver Writers Fest nonetheless.
The grass is greener 
in muted tones
Welcome to Trench
Learning and 
literature at 
your leisure 
 › ‘Memoir of War’ VIFF film review
 › ‘Trench’ by Twenty One Pilots album review
 › The Vancouver Writers Fest preview
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Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Great Inclinations is your go-to source 
for diving into the world of casual hiking 
in and around the Lower Mainland. 
Because hiking’s not just for assholes 
anymore.
Eight months ago, I set out to write about a hobby that stealthily 
became a favourite pastime. Through 
“Great Inclinations” I’ve talked about 
hikes for the transit-bound and day-
trippers; about snacks and the absurdly 
overpriced world of hiking gear; about 
trail etiquette and even the politics 
surrounding BC’s most popular paths. 
However, like any hiking trail, this all has 
to lead us somewhere. 
Now onto another thing that trails 
do: They end.
I thought I’d close off this run of 
hiking articles with the tale of my first 
official “hike” seven years ago. It’s wildly 
unglamorous and quite cringeworthy to 
look back on, but it’s interesting to see 
how far I’ve come since that first trail.
In 2011, I’d spent almost a year 
acclimatizing to Vancouver life and I 
wanted to start checking out some of the 
landmarks people kept talking about, 
including the supposedly famous Grouse 
Grind.
A friend and I embarked up the 
Grind and it immediately felt like a 
human highway. Every few minutes we’d 
find ourselves stopping and waiting for 
the hikers ahead to clamber up a steep 
section. People were hiking in their 
flip-flops and kept stumbling all over the 
place. I even remember someone talking 
on their phone for part of the hike, 
which assuredly is how you get the full 
experience of being out in nature.
We reached the top, took in the 
gorgeous views of Metro Vancouver, 
and then noticed the sign that read: 
“Downhill Travel Prohibited.” Both of us 
were broke-ass students at the time, and 
the thought of spending money when 
we could walk down seemed ridiculous, 
so we hiked back down the Grind.
Aside from being against the 
rules, walking down the Grind was a 
nightmare. The path is narrow, meaning 
it was awkward having to shimmy past 
hikers coming up a supposedly-one-way 
trail. There were steep drops without 
proper ledges to hang onto while 
descending. Also, I’m 99 percent sure 
I was wearing Converse shoes, which 
I can’t recommend as proper hiking 
footwear. 
For days afterwards, our knees felt 
shattered and my feet ached from hiking 
in thin, flat shoes. It was a horrendous 
experience, and I’ve only since returned 
to the Grind when visiting relatives 
requested it.
There’s no particular lesson I want 
you to take away from that experience—
except maybe “respect trail signs when 
you’re out on a hike”—but it’s a peculiar 
beginning to what would grow to be a 
sprawling, infinitely enjoyable hobby.
This story feels appropriate to 
end on because it demonstrates how 
inexperienced and unprepared you can 
be for hiking, and how ultimately none 
of that matters. Almost anyone can 
throw on some shoes (preferably not 
Converse), hit up a local trail, and wah-
bam, you’re a hiker.
That’s all from me, folks. Thanks for 
reading, and happy trailin’.
Great Inclinations
 › All trails must come to an end 
• Deconstructing the perfect karaoke 
song
• Celebrate the orange beauty of fall 
through your wardrobe
...and more!
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
I realize I left those following this column series on a cliffhanger, for which I 
apologize. However, fret not, because I am 
here to finally answer the question of what 
acculturation between Asian and Western 
cultures has to do with modern street 
fashion. 
If you remember, in part one of this 
series I mentioned that the origin of 
streetwear came from a grassroots notion 
developed outside of the studio space—
studio space referring to the specific 
process of corporate design. Big businesses 
employed countless designers and analysts 
to discover and provide them with notes on 
what the next big thing in fashion would 
be. Street fashion was originally meant to 
oppose that method, but somewhere along 
the lines, this idea became overridden and 
confused. 
Nowadays, we associate streetwear 
with big names like Adidas and Nike—
making it synonymous with athleisure. 
This is due to a number of reasons I’ve 
already addressed: The retaliation against 
the over-sexualization of the 2000s, the 
fascination with African American  youth 
culture in the ’80s and ’90s, as well as some 
others. Regardless, when identifying the 
rise in popularity for streetwear in the 
present, we can look to South Korea. 
In terms of fashion destinations South 
Korea has become one of the biggest in 
recent years, especially for millennials 
and Generation Z. The country has a lot 
of innovative young designers stepping 
out and rising to prominence due to a 
young consumerist population devoted 
to both the participation and viewing of 
social media—especially Instagram, 17, 
and Meitu, which are all visual photo and 
video-based platforms. Due to this, there 
has been a heightened lens on South Korea 
in regard to fashion and what people are 
wearing there. For now, South Korean 
fashion is very brand-dominated. To 
understand why, let’s examine some of the 
historical context. 
The Korean War officially began on 
June 25, 1950 and ended on July 27, 1953. 
After the war, South Korea sought to 
establish itself as an economic powerhouse, 
which it did. With a booming export and 
tech industry, South Korea’s economy 
quickly became one of the largest in 
the world and remains so. However, the 
country is still very traditional—success is 
largely dependent on aesthetic appeal. In 
short, in order to advance within this very 
business and conformist-minded culture, 
you have to look good. 
This, combined 
with the abundance 
of wealth within the 
country itself, created a 
divide in the mindset of 
the generations. On one 
side, you have the baby 
boomers who sought to 
establish wealth within 
the country post-war, 
mostly to provide 
for families in a very 
traditional sense. On 
the other side, there are 
the younger generations 
who have been raised 
to be very appearance-
obsessed in a very wealthy 
economy, without any 
personal memory of 
the struggles before the 
war—challenges such 
as famine and medical 
shortages. This resulted in a very young 
fashion industry that is heavily influenced 
by popular culture—mostly celebrities—
which prioritizes the display of wealth over 
the accumulation of it. Therefore, having 
a visible and notoriously expensive brand 
logo or recognizable label became a quick 
way of establishing a façade of success. 
With that in mind, this devotion 
to brand-specific fashion then began to 
invade Western streetwear by means of 
the acculturation process I have discussed 
before. However, all that doesn’t answer the 
question of why streetwear and athleisure 
went from being mostly affordable, to 
the exorbitant prices they are now. For 
that answer, you’ll have to wait for “An 
examination of modern street fashion: Part 
five”.
An examination of modern 
street fashion: Part four
 › South Korea and brand-specific fashion
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dYou may have seen an infographic doing the rounds on social media 
these past few weeks titled “Anti-
Sogi (sic) Trustees”, showing a list 
of municipalities and corresponding 
candidates for school trustee positions. 
Maybe you heard about the protest 
that took place at the BC Legislature in 
September with people campaigning 
both for and against including SOGI 
learning materials in BC classrooms. 
This of course begs the obvious 
question: What is SOGI, and why has it 
become such a hot-button issue for the 
upcoming election?
SOGI, shorthand for Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity, is a 
policy put forward by the Ministry of 
Education in a drive to create a more 
inclusive learning environment for 
LGBTQ+ students. It was developed 
after the BC Government passed a bill 
in 2016 to include “gender identity and 
expression” as protected rights under 
the Human Rights Code. 
“SOGI 123 is a learning resource 
teachers may refer to as they might 
any online material,” said Laura Dixon, 
school trustee and chairperson of the 
Delta Board of Education, in an email 
interview with the Other Press. “Often 
it is mis-stated as ‘the curriculum’ which 
is not the case and [trustees] do not 
‘implement’ SOGI 123.” 
This is a common misconception, 
echoed by those who protest the policy. 
Many have accused the Ministry of 
“indoctrinating” children. One protestor 
at the BC Legislature, Courtney 
Strom, told the CBC : “I believe it is 
a social engineering program of our 
government that is not based on truth 
or science.” 
However, the purpose of the policy 
is simply to provide a framework 
that schools can follow to foster 
understanding.
“Any teacher in BC has the 
professional autonomy to choose the 
materials they will use to meet the 
curricular objectives,” said Dixon. 
“SOGI 123 was created to provide a 
potential resource for educators to 
aid in the design of inclusive policies, 
learning environments, and lesson 
plans.”
Dixon provided an outline of a 
Grade Four Physical Education lesson 
covering some basics, such as the 
difference between biological sex and 
gender identity and the way gender 
is socially constructed and influenced 
by media. The lesson also provides 
students with tools to identify and 
respond to discrimination. 
“It highlights that everyone defines 
their own gender identity, and that this 
identity needs to be respected,” she 
said. 
According to the CBC, 19 percent 
of current BC secondary school 
students identify as something other 
than strictly heterosexual—in practical 
terms, this translates to about one 
in five teens. Given that there is 
still stigma surrounding LGBTQ+ 
youth, the numbers could be higher 
when considering students who are 
uncomfortable with or still questioning 
their gender and sexuality. Despite 
these increasingly high numbers 
of LGBTQ+ youth, however, non-
heterosexual teens still experience 
mental health troubles—especially 
depression and suicide ideation—at 
higher rates than their heterosexual 
counterparts. According to a 2011 
report on LGBTQ+ youth in Ontario, 
Every class in every school: The first 
national climate survey on homophobia, 
biphobia, and transphobia in Canadian 
schools, “Studies have suggested 
that there is a link between bullying 
and suicide, and that there is a 
disproportionately high rate of suicide 
attempts and suicidal thinking among 
LGBT students.” With this being the 
case, it would surely make sense to 
try to bridge gaps in understanding 
What is it,
and how will it affect the upcoming election?
“[SOGI] highlights that everyone defines their own gender identity,
and that this identity needs to be respected.”
–Laura Dixon, school trustee and chairperson of the Delta Board of Education
SOGI 1 2 3 
dBex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
to foster a healthier environment for 
LGBTQ+ teens. 
“The topic of SOGI within BC 
curriculum is designed to keep an at-
risk and vulnerable group of students 
safe, to create welcoming and inclusive 
schools, and to eliminate discrimination 
so students can focus on learning,” said 
Dixon. “It does not tell a student that 
their parent’s values are wrong, it simply 
says that we treat everyone with dignity 
and respect.”
The topic of SOGI has become a 
contentious one coming into the 2018 
municipal elections. Just this past 
week, a school board candidate on 
the Vancouver 1st slate, Tony Dong, 
left the party and decided to run as an 
independent after the slate’s mayoral 
candidate Fred Harding denounced 
SOGI in an online video.
Dong, who self-identifies as “middle 
class, right-winged, and conservative-
minded”, supports the policy and SOGI 
123 resources provided. 
“Despite my political leanings, I find 
that the recent videos published by 
the Vancouver 1st party and leadership 
with [an] anti-SOGI stance are wholly 
inconsistent with my views,” said 
Dong in a statement to the Georgia 
Straight. “I believe that it is a much-
needed resource for a historically 
marginalised and vulnerable 
population. […] To put it plainly, there 
has been a rather savage history of 
discrimination against the LGBTQ+ 
community and I will not stand with 
a party who does not see a priority in 
ameliorating it and supporting inclusive 
policies aimed at furthering human 
rights obligations.”
Not every candidate shares 
Dong’s views—though in Delta, it 
seems trustees and candidates across 
the board support SOGI policy and 
resources. 
“I am so pleased to say that in 
Delta we have strong support for our 
approach to Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity policy, procedure, 
and implementation,” said Dixon. 
“We struck a student-led, educator-
facilitated committee to design 
our procedure with their own lived 
experience in mind and to make 
recommendations. […] Additionally, 
we have fully supported GSAs in every 
high school and extensive training of all 
staff.”
Whether a school board trustee 
candidate supports SOGI or is “anti-
SOGI”, however, they would not have 
the power to block the teaching of 
SOGI materials in schools in their 
district.
“Trustees cannot change the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, nor step around the 
Canadian Human Rights Act or ignore 
the Education Minister’s direction,” said 
Dixon. “In order to take office, [trustees] 
must take an Oath of Office to uphold 
the School Act and will likely have to 
agree to District Codes of Conduct to 
act in the best interests of all students. 
Trustees who try to block the teaching 
of the curriculum around SOGI-related 
content risk being legally challenged 
for infringing on human rights. Most 
concerning is that they put student 
safety and wellbeing at risk. Further, 
they fail to focus on fulfilling their 
obligation to ensure student success.”
With the election coming up quickly 
on October 20, it’s worth looking into 
your local candidates to see where they 
stand on SOGI. In the meantime, it’s 
certainly encouraging to see so many 
candidates in favour of supporting 
inclusive policy measures for LGBTQ+ 
youth in BC.
“If a trustee is accountable for 
student success,” said Dixon, “that 
means they are accountable for 
the safety and wellbeing of all.”
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I’m Googling, “Can an over-50 brain learn a lot of facts/words/ideas that are new to 
them without their head exploding?”
I’m taking two classes this term, one of 
which is Human Anatomy and Physiology. 
I haven’t taken any kind of science classes 
in over 30 years, since “biology without the 
lab” at the University of Manitoba in the 
’80s. 
Now more than five weeks into the 
class, I am realizing more than ever how 
difficult it really is for me. To be fair, it isn’t 
only difficult for me; biology classes are 
challenging for many students.
So how do I go about memorizing so 
much material?
The professor suggests mind-
mapping—a seemingly-complex method of 
creating a diagram organizing information. 
My niece, a nursing student, suggests 
making flashcards. I decided to take the 
advice of both of them—sort of. I use 
Quizlet online, a service that offers free 
study tools to help you learn, which I have 
found helpful. That being said, at the 
moment I’m flash-carding through tissue 
types. There are endless subcategories and 
examples. I’m kind of frustrated. I want to 
work with seniors when I graduate from 
the program, and it’s a bit hard to see right 
now how tissue memorization will help 
me to work with and develop recreation 
programs for the elderly, though I’m sure it 
will be important in the long run.   
I’ve also decided to take advantage 
of available technology. YouTube has a 
wealth of short videos on every one of the 
topics we are studying, from skin to cells to 
tissues. CrashCourse and other channels 
like it present material in a clear and often 
humorous fashion. Back in my day, we had 
to go to the library and look through stacks 
of index cards for the books we wanted, not 
to mention the encyclopedias my parents 
had bought from a door-to-door salesman 
back in the ’60s.
 I am also discovering that studying 
for about two hours at a time and every day 
is a good idea. Cramming won’t work for 
me here. It is almost like the material has 
to settle into my brain. I am beginning to 
recall that this is how I learned back in the 
early ’80s when I was working toward my 
degree. 
The upcoming midterm has me a bit 
terrified. However, I hear my late mother’s 
voice in my head—“Just do your best”—and 
I tear up and think yes, Mom, you were 
always right about that. I will say that with 
the fear comes excitement. I feel like I’m 
really using my brain for the first time in a 
long time. Some of the facts I am learning 
I find rather fascinating. My brain seems to 
be loving learning new things.
Of a certain age: Learning
 › Can I even do this?
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
Fall is here, and that means orange is near! Orange colours are visible 
throughout the fall landscape—take a 
look at the orange leaves for example. In 
addition to brightening your surroundings, 
there are psychological benefits to 
embracing orange. Orange “helps being 
social and it brings you out of being in your 
shell,” said colour therapy expert Constance 
Hart in a Vogue interview. 
I say let’s celebrate the beauty of the 
season by adding different shades of orange 
into our fall wardrobe. Here’s a few items 
that may help you to do that:
Multi-shade orange scarves
If you’re like me, you probably like to have 
different items in a different shade of the 
same colour. You can achieve a similar 
multi-shade colour effect with two types of 
orange scarves. For example, let’s start to 
show our love for orange scarves by wearing 
a light, shimmery, cinnamon-coloured 
scarf. 
This light scarf works well during the 
light, cool fall days. The addition of the 
airy, shimmery fabric that is intricately 
sewn into the scarf adds some sparkle to 
the orange scarf and your overall fall look. 
When autumn gets a bit cooler, a bright 
orange cashmere scarf is wondrous. Add 
the orange cashmere scarf as part of your 
outerwear look with your jacket, woolen 
knitted sweater, or cardigan. If you want 
to add some more pizazz to your orange 
scarves, feel free to wear the scarf with a 
frayed or frilled border.
Honey orange tote bag
Strut into the coffee shop, or your next 
job interview, while you proudly carry 
your honey tote bag. The honey tote bag 
is also an excellent reminder to carry your 
essential items with joy and a sweet smile 
that radiates and shines. Combine your 
tote bag with your orange scarf and you will 
be on your way to embrace the signature 
colour of the season.
Ginger-coloured, low-heeled ankle 
boots
Step into the orange world of fall wearing 
a pair of ginger-coloured, low-heeled 
ankle boots. In addition to enjoying the 
comfort of low-heeled ankle boots, a pair of 
ginger-coloured ones will surely put some 
pep in your step when you stroll into your 
next class or your upcoming work or social 
event. 
The ginger boots will now complete 
your orange autumn look—with your 
honey orange tote bag and your orange 
scarf. You are now ready to embrace and 
celebrate the wonderful and beautiful 
orange world of fall.
Three ways to add 
some orange
 › Celebrate the orange beauty of 
fall through your wardrobe
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Karaoke deserves its own section in the pantheon of weird hobbies 
that shouldn’t be fun, but for whatever 
reason, it is. 
Unfortunately, some members 
of the general public are actually 
talented singers and make the rest of 
us karaoke-goers look bad. Thankfully, 
with over a decade of experience 
under my belt, I’ve devised a failproof 
six-point rubric for picking the perfect 
song to help trick people into thinking 
you’re good at karaoke.
First off, the song needs to be a 
crowd pleaser. Forget about picking a 
B-side track from an obscure musical; 
ain’t nobody got time for the B-sides at 
karaoke.  We’re a self-obsessed species 
and we’re infinitely more inclined to 
be invested in songs we’re familiar 
with. Pick a track that people will 
recognize and might even know the 
words to, and the bar will be following 
along instead of shout-talking over 
you.
However, please don’t confuse 
crowd pleasers with karaoke clichés. 
There’s an unofficial roster of songs 
that generally make their way into 
every evening of karaoke, and while 
they’re still objectively enjoyable, 
everyone’s heard them dozens of times 
before. If you’re new to the pastime, 
do some Internet research to see what 
these clichés are and avoid them.
The perfect karaoke song also 
waxes nostalgia. Whether it was on 
the first cassette/CD/record you ever 
purchased or it reeks of awkward 
intermediate school dances, nostalgia 
will get people going. For whatever 
reason, nostalgia can even redeem 
an inherently terrible song. Take for 
example Linkin Park’s “In the End,”—
it’s loud, it’s whiney and overdramatic, 
and yet people fucking love hearing 
it shout-sung at karaoke. Dust the 
mothballs off those far reaches of your 
brain and dig deep to discover some 
well-hidden past gems.
You should also pick a song with 
a shorter runtime. The folks watching 
don’t have the attention span for 
longer tracks, and realistically, you 
probably can’t sustain the kind of 
energy needed for those eight-minute-
plus bangers. Stick to songs that 
are less than four minutes—or even 
shorter—to leave the audience feeling 
blitzed. 
On the topic of feeling blitzed, 
please, please, please avoid sad, slow 
ballads. No one’s out for karaoke to 
hear people sing songs about death, 
and one sad track can kill the evening’s 
momentum and vibe. Save the 
upsettingly bummer songs for when 
you have headphones on like the rest 
of us already do.
My final nugget of karaoke 
wisdom is to always sing duets, even 
when the song isn’t made for two 
people. Having a co-karaoker gives you 
the freedom to stop and drink a beer 
mid-song, but more importantly they 
can help cover up for any lyrics you 
don’t actually know. Duets also mean 
you have someone to dance with and 
riff off of while onstage; they’re the 
Maverick to your Goose, or vice versa. 
Karaoke can look like an 
intimidating beast when you’re on the 
outside looking in. One of the worst 
excuses I get from friends who haven’t 
sang karaoke is they’re not a good 
singer, but that’s kind of the point. 
We’re all messy, subparly talented 
humans, and if you follow some of the 
above pointers, you just might trick 
people into thinking otherwise.
Deconstructing the perfect karaoke song
 › The right track maketh the singer
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• Organic panic
• Enough with superfoods
• Popular movies that are actually trash
...and more!
Meal delivery kits have become all the rage recently, with companies 
like Chef’s Plate and Fresh Prep—both 
established in 2014—rising to prominence. 
Ads pop up all over Facebook and 
Instagram to bring in new users, promising 
your first subscription box at a discounted 
price. When you sign up and get that first 
box delivered at no extra cost to your door, 
what you will find inside is everything you 
need to cook yourself a few meals. If you’re 
like me and love to cook, but don’t often 
have the time to spend hours creating the 
perfect meal, then I think you’ll want to 
give these kits a try.
I’ve ordered a number of meal delivery 
kits over the past few months and have to 
say that I’m impressed. I’d recommend you 
give them a shot when you’re really busy 
(finals and midterms, anyone?) but still 
want to eat well. Yes, the ingredients come 
pre-cut and prepared, but you still get the 
ability to at least bring the meal together 
by cooking it, and it’s bound to be healthier 
than some stressful, last minute fast-food 
binge. Spending just a little time away from 
your screen and piles of work is always a 
good idea to reset, especially if you can 
spend that time in the kitchen. 
Not only are these kits delicious and 
easy to make, they’re also reasonably 
priced. Your first discounted box will ring 
in around $30 for three meals. If it’s only for 
you, that’s about $10 a meal with enough 
leftovers for lunch the next day. After your 
first discounted meal kit, a regular box 
comes in at $60 per three meals. Again, 
if this is just for yourself then that’s $20 a 
meal, or $10 a serving accounting for the 
fact that you’ll get at least two servings out 
of each meal. Sure, you can find something 
cheaper, but it’s exciting having food come 
to you, and a delivery meal would cost just 
as much if not more.
Meal kits also provide a lot of variety 
in the foods you make. The meals range 
from curries, rice bowls, baked pastas, 
salads, and hearty soups. You have the 
ability to pick which recipes you want 
to try, then you get everything perfectly 
measured to put together as you follow the 
provided recipe. Not only do the boxes save 
you a bunch of time since you don’t have to 
go to the store to get your ingredients and 
prep them—they also give you the chance 
to try new things you may not have tried 
otherwise. The boxes let you experiment 
with new cuisines and cooking methods 
that may not have seemed like an option 
beforehand. Additionally, once you’ve 
made the recipe, you still have the recipe 
card with the ingredients to follow and 
recreate again in the future. I’ve actually 
done this a few times, remaking recipes I’ve 
tried for the first time through Chef’s Plate 
or Fresh Prep and ending up with equally 
delicious meals, even when I sourced my 
own ingredients.
I know that people might look at 
the idea of meal delivery kits as lazy, but 
I think that they’re great. They allow you 
to eat well, experiment, and spend some 
time—but not too much time—in the 
kitchen in the middle of what may be a 
hectic schedule. Even if your schedule isn’t 
particularly crazy, the meal delivery kits are 
a handy thing to call upon every once in a 
while to try something new.
 › Are meal delivery 
kits worth it?
Organic panic
 › GMOs aren’t as bad as they’re made out to be
Deliver me 
something 
delicious
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
There are so many things in our food that we’re told to avoid 
nowadays. Trans fats, carbs, gluten—
but none of them are more avoided 
than the dreaded GMO. I know there 
are many articles out there about how 
bad these things can be for your body 
and the planet, but after doing some 
research I think the production of 
genetically modified foods shouldn’t 
be seen as something to fear, but as a 
necessity for our world’s food supply. 
We’ve all heard the arguments 
that genetically modified organisms 
(GMO) are bad for you and the 
environment. Some claim that 
they’re linked to cancer, that they 
contaminate other organic crops, 
or that the pollution will outlast 
nuclear waste and global warming 
effects. Because of these claims, 
they are so scrutinized that some 
companies label their food to assure 
consumers that it is free of these 
pesky organisms. In fact, non-GMO 
products are so popular, sales of foods 
labelled as non-modified exceeded 
$10 billion in the US in 2014. While 
so many people are concerned about 
genetically modified foods, there 
isn’t a lot of evidence that justifies 
this concern. Actually, according to 
the website GMO Answers, many 
scientific experts like the World 
Health Organization, United Nations 
Food, Agricultural Organization, and 
the American Medical Association 
are in consensus that GMOs are safe 
to eat. So, to me, it sounds like a lot 
of fear mongering. 
GMOs aren’t as bad as they’re 
made out to be. In a 2016 study by 
the Pew Research Centre, 88 percent 
of American Association for the 
Advancement of Science members 
said GM foods are safe to eat, and 92 
percent of working PhD biomedical 
scientists concurred. Additionally, 
GM foods in Canada are considered 
safe to eat by Health Canada, so 
we shouldn’t have to worry about 
them. Thanks to consumer anxiety, 
GM foods are made out to be 
the bad guys. However, if you do 
some research, they actually yield 
a lot of benefits to the supply and 
sustainability of food. 
You can believe what you 
want about the harmful effects of 
GMOs, but there’s no denying they 
have some significant advantages. 
Genetically modified foods were 
developed to have numerous 
benefits. These benefits include 
resistance to weather damage, easier 
growth in some environments, 
producing more crops, foods that 
bruise less easily, carrying less 
diseases caused by viruses and 
insects, and finally they can be 
modified to carry more nutrients. For 
example, a GM crop called Golden 
Rice has been modified to carry 
more vitamin A, which helps fight 
malnutrition in developing countries. 
When all is said and done, 
practically everything is supposedly 
bad for you in one way or another, so 
quit worrying about what ingredients 
in your food might cause some health 
concerns which haven’t been proven. 
Considering how much GMOs do for 
our food quality and quantity, I’d say 
the pros outweigh the cons.
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Seth Rogen is the voice of several announcements on TransLink SkyTrains 
and buses—and goddammit am I irritated. 
I’m not interested in Seth Rogen being 
the voice of TransLink’s constant passive 
aggressive suggestions to “move my bags” 
or “get out of the doorway.” At least their 
first candidate for the announcements, 
Morgan Freeman, had a recognizable 
celebrity voice. Rogen as a second choice  
sort of feels like, “Hey, what local Canadian 
celebrity do you think would be available 
for this B-list gig and also probably do it for 
free?” While I can acknowledge that Seth 
Rogen was a cool guy for being willing to do 
it for free… he was also a big schmuck for 
doing so. 
TransLink has got coin that they love 
to toss in the trash: In 2015, Global News 
reported that the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation gave them the “lifetime 
achievement award for waste.” The 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation considered 
them worthy of this award because 
TransLink was paying two CEOs at the 
same time—and was paying them both 
some of the highest salaries for a leader of a 
North American local transit system. 
Even though I can barely hear 
Rogen’s announcements due to the 
SkyTrain’s infamous garbled speakers, 
I’m still irritated that he was the choice 
for the voice on a transit system I use 
everyday. TransLink, if you’re going to do 
an advertising campaign and expect it to 
get any traction or respect, at least loosen 
those purse strings and get a Canadian 
celebrity of the highest standard—Colin 
Mochrie.
Rants in your pants
 › TransLink’s advertising campaign 
with Seth Rogen is a failure
 › They’re nothing but an expensive myth
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
It’s finally October! Forget about the sweaters, tea, pumpkin spice and 
falling leaves—October’s real purpose 
is for getting into the Halloween spirit. 
Nothing gets me more into that spirit 
than getting drunk and watching tons 
of horror movies. This past month, I’ve 
seen my fair share of scary films, some 
amazing, and some that were, in my 
opinion, a huge pile of spooky garbage. I 
watched the huge piles of garbage so you 
don’t have to, and here they are: Horror 
movies that will make you scream to turn 
the TV off, rather than in fear. 
Eraserhead (1977)  
Don’t let the 91 percent on Rotten 
Tomatoes fool you, this movie is bad. 
I have never been so confused and 
frustrated by a film. Just because a movie 
makes no sense, that doesn’t mean it’s a 
good movie, but many fans of this film 
seem to think so. For something that is 
so highly regarded as a cult classic you’d 
think it would be coherent.
The Thing (1982)  
I can see why this one was so popular in 
the ’80s but it has not aged well at all. 
It’s got a good amount of suspense, some 
campy gore, props, and production value, 
and of course, bearded Kurt Russel. 
However, it loses its mystery after the 
third time you see this “thing.” The film 
may have been a stepping stone for horror 
films back in the day, but there are so 
many better movies out there now that 
people need to stop regarding this one as 
their favourite horror movie ever. 
Possession (1981)  
I like to think of this one as Eraserhead 
part two: It’s slow, confusing, and has a 
weird alien thing in it for some reason. 
It starts out interesting with some 
suspenseful and edge-of-your-seat 
moments, but quickly declines into 
arts-fartsy nonsense. After looking up 
the ending I found out it’s a metaphor for 
divorce, but if you have to have a movie 
explained to you or read an analysis of 
it to understand it, then in my opinion 
it’s not a good movie. Don’t even get me 
started on the alleyway scene. 
Poltergeist (1982)  
When I say spooky garbage, this is the 
movie I am referring to. It’s a slow and 
boring film with little scare factor and 
special effects that may have spooked 
some people 30 years ago but I don’t 
think would do much for audiences today 
(except for the scene of the guy ripping 
off his face that will be burned into your 
brain forever). I’ve seen this movie more 
than once and I can confirm that even 
seeing it a single time is too much. 
10 Cloverfield Lane (2016)  
I’m going to be honest: I didn’t even 
make it past the first half hour of this 
movie. The dialogue is so forced and fake-
edgy that it feels like Jared Leto’s Joker 
character in Suicide Squad wrote it. What 
seemed like a great cast and plot at first 
is wasted on this movie. If you can finish 
this film, you are much stronger than I 
am. 
Popular movies that are actually trash:
Spooky edition
 › Why you should avoid these horrible horrors in your scary movie marathons
Enough 
with these 
‘superfoods’
I hate to sound like a Seinfeld intro, but what’s the deal with “superfoods”? There’s 
nothing “super” about them, except maybe 
how expensive and popular they become 
once they are deemed a “superfood.” 
The fact is many of these foods have 
been eaten by other cultures for years, but as 
soon as they enter Western society they get 
the “super” label stuck on them and become 
a trend. Turmeric for example is a popular 
spice in Asian cuisine, but only recently 
became prominent over here because it 
was regarded as a miracle ingredient said to 
“prevent the development of cancers.”
 Once people realize how good some 
foreign products are for their health the 
demand goes way up. As a result, these 
once-cheap staples from other countries 
become so expensive that even the farmers 
who grow them can’t afford to eat them. 
Take quinoa for instance—although it is a 
dietary staple for the people of Bolivia and 
Peru, because of its popularity its price has 
tripled since 2006, so the people who grew 
up eating it can no longer afford it. 
Sure, these foods are probably good for 
you, but they don’t have an almighty power 
to make anyone who eats them healthier, 
like the name implies. However, you don’t 
have to take my word for it. Ask Dr. Nina 
Shapiro, an author on the very subject. In 
a video on Business Insider about her book 
Hype: A Doctor’s Guide to Medical Myths, 
Exaggerated Claims, and Bad Advice, she 
concurs that there is no such thing as a 
“superfood.” 
“The notion of a superfood is that it is 
so good for you, it will prevent cancer and 
even treat cancer or stave off evil illnesses, 
but food alone cannot do that,” she says. 
She goes on to say that many meals that 
were once considered healthy in the ’80s 
or ’90s are now known to be bad for you. 
Frozen yogurt was big in the ’90s because 
so many people believed it was a healthier 
alternative to ice cream, but in reality, it has 
just as much sugar, fat, and calories as ice 
cream. These snacks and ingredients aren’t 
really miracles—they’re just health trends 
that get hyped up for profit. 
There are many things that are really 
good for you like berries, nuts, or dark 
leafy greens, but the term “superfood” 
means nothing. Health and diet trends are 
constantly changing, so just eat what you 
want and don’t give in to the super myth. 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
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Local wizard and Boy Who Lived Harry Potter expressed 
his excitement this week at finally 
finding a place to rent within the 
Metro Vancouver area. 
“It’s within an hour’s walking 
distance of a SkyTrain, there’s a 
run-down bodega two blocks away, 
and a creek down the road where I 
can do my laundry,” gushed Potter 
on Facebook this week. “It’s a great 
communal house, super community-
oriented, there’s about 18 of us in here 
and I still get my own room!”
The room in question is a 
repurposed cupboard under a flight 
of stairs that has been fitted with a 
fold-up camping cot, with one shelf 
left up for storage. The house itself 
is a ’70s two-storey home with an 
unfinished basement, with all the 
original features and appliances. 
“Yeah, so, the oven immediately 
catches fire when you turn it on,” 
said Potter’s roommate Ron Weasley, 
whose four brothers and one sister 
share a “bedroom” off the entrance 
hall (a living room with a curtain 
taped up across the archway). “But we 
take the batteries out of the smoke 
alarm whenever we use it, and we’ve 
gotten really good at timing how long 
a frozen pizza needs to cook over an 
open flame, so when we’re done we 
just pop the food out and blast it with 
the fire extinguisher. It’s a really good 
system once you get the hang of it.”
UBC grad student Hermione Granger 
also lives in the house, balancing her 
schoolwork with a full-time career as a lab 
tech assistant as well as two side hustles to 
make rent every month.
“I’m still getting deeper and deeper in 
debt, but I’m trying to stay optimistic,” 
said Granger, conducting her interview 
with the Other Press as she delivered 
takeout to various homes in the 
neighbourhood while simultaneously 
dictating research notes into her 
smartphone for her thesis. “I figure, 
get my master’s, get a little more work 
experience, and I might be able to start 
paying off my student loans. I can sleep 
when I’m dead, right?”
Fellow UBC student Draco Malfoy 
lives a very different life from Granger 
and her friends in his on-residence 
apartment. 
“I’ve read about these communal 
living situations, and it’s honestly 
depressing just to think about,” said 
Malfoy, writing in an op-ed for the 
school newspaper, The Publication That 
Must Not Be Named. “Really, it’s gross 
to think there are people who live like 
that. What kids our age need to do is 
pull themselves up by their bootstraps, 
square their shoulders, and ask their 
parents to pay rent for them. There’s no 
need to go about living in some hovel 
that hasn’t been renovated since the first 
Trudeau administration!”
Setbacks aside, Potter has voiced 
nothing but gratitude for his cupboard 
under the stairs since moving in. 
“It was either this or stay with my 
abusive aunt and uncle,” he said, sitting 
on his cot and peering out the cupboard 
door to talk to our reporter. “Sure, I 
wish the rent was a little lower since I’m 
working an unpaid internship right now, 
and sure, I wish the basement wasn’t 
infested with poisonous spiders the size of 
my hand, but look on the bright side: I’m 
surrounded by all these new friends, and 
we finally managed to scrub the last of the 
black mould from the shower tiles! This 
is about as prime as Lower Mainland real 
estate gets!” 
Vancouverite Harry Potter delighted 
to find cupboard under stairs to rent
 › ‘And it’s only $1,200 a month!’
O
• Halloween costume pulled for cultural 
insensitivity
• Politicians distracted from climate 
catastrophe
...and more!
It’s a great communal house, super 
community-oriented, there’s about 18 of us 
in here and I still get my own room!”
–Harry Potter, local wizard and 
Boy Who Lived
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
The Strawmen Coalition of Politician Stand-Ins held their weekly press 
conference today, this time to address 
growing concerns about the state of our 
environment and humanity’s impact on 
impending global climate change. 
The conference was called after a 
week of desperate distraction tactics, 
including (but not limited to): Inviting 
deeply troubled musicians to political 
seats of power; mocking sexual assault 
survivors at rallies; spouting conspiracy 
theories about paid protestors; claiming 
an entire political party that a majority of 
the country supported in the last election 
is too unstable to govern; and praising 
a genocidal historical figure famous for 
mistaking one continent for another by 
calling him an accomplished navigator. 
Finally, after all this, the media banded 
together and sat the Strawmen down to 
properly address the studies released by 
many credible scientific sources that called 
for an overwhelming and radical change to 
how humanity lives and interacts with the 
planet. 
“I mean, we’ve been saying this for 
years,” said climate science correspondent 
Dr. Cassandra Tolduso, when asked by the 
Other Press to comment on the matter. 
“This really shouldn’t be a surprise to 
anyone. Still, if it gets people to talk about 
fundamentally changing the world so 90 
percent of the population doesn’t die in a 
series of natural disasters the likes of which 
we’ve never seen, I’m willing to pretend like 
this is all breaking news.”
The Strawmen were three hours late 
to the conference, and were eventually 
dragged in by the media police-
(“I told you!” shouted President 
Tangerine Strawman as he was forced 
into his seat. “I told you there was a literal 
liberal media police!”)
-who may or may not exist, we neither 
confirm nor deny. 
The press conference was quickly 
derailed as the Strawmen first asked to go 
to the washroom, then to be provided with 
glasses of water, which they drank then 
claimed they needed to use the washroom 
again, after which they were deprived any 
liquids whatsoever, so they couldn’t keep 
using that excuse. After another hour of 
trying to talk about literally anything else 
(during which President Tangerine loudly 
proclaimed, again, that he might maybe 
perhaps drop a nuclear bomb on North 
Korea, though very few in the audience 
took this threat seriously), the Strawmen 
were asked to please for the love of God 
stop talking. 
“All we want to know,” said journalist 
Soti Red, weeping openly in frustration, “is 
if you’ve read the reports on climate change 
and what you plan to do about them. 
Please remember in your answers that we 
have a time limit, as in a dozen years it will 
be too late to fix things.” 
The Strawmen looked at one another 
and proceeded to pull key rings from their 
pockets, shaking them vigorously in front 
of the crowd. 
“They’re just stalling!” Red shouted as 
the journalists around her began cooing in 
fascination. “I’m begging you, we have to 
stay on topic here! Millions if not billions 
of lives are at risk!”
No one seemed able to pay attention, 
as the sight of the jingling keys distracted 
all in the room. This reporter for the 
Other Press of course tried their best to 
resist, but… oh, the way the lights dance 
off the metal… it’s just so pretty… what 
were we talking about? I’m sure it wasn’t 
important…
Politicians distract from climate catastrophe 
by dangling keys at press conferences
 › With reports of dire global consequences in just over a decade, media struggles to… oh, shiny…
Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
Online Halloween costume retailer People Are Costumes came under fire this past week for 
selling full-body jumpsuits with big, bulb-shaped 
alien heads, calling the product Martian Madness. 
“It’s, like, so totally disrespectful,” said local 
activist Missy N. dePointe in a Facebook rant last 
Thursday. “We haven’t even met any Martians yet, 
and we’re already stereotyping them. No wonder 
they don’t want to come to Earth!”
The costumes were apparently based on 
several fictional depictions of Martians. A social 
media campaign spearheaded by crowds of 
science fiction nerds quickly overtook Twitter 
timelines and Reddit threads as people expressed 
their outrage and disappointment in People Are 
Costumes, calling out the company for being “tone 
deaf” about the current political climate. 
“I can’t believe the folks at People Are 
Costumes can look at the way the world is right 
now, look at how many people want to take off 
in spaceships and never come back, and think 
now is the time to start making costumes about 
extraterrestrials,” said proud Internet geek Beau 
Ringman in a YouTube video essay on the topic. 
“I’m sure they didn’t mean any harm by it, but 
come on, you have to admit it’s not a good look for 
the company.”
People Are Costumes responded to the 
criticism by the weekend in a 12-part Twitter thread 
that served as a company press release. 
“We definitely didn’t think this one through, 
and for that we’re very sorry,” said the company. 
“Here at People Are Costumes, we want to treat 
everyone with the utmost dignity and respect. 
This completely fictional costume was truly in 
poor taste, and we have pulled the costumes from 
our stock. If you were hoping to buy one of our 
Martian Madness products, might we suggest a 
more tasteful and respectful outfit, such as our 
Indian Princess Deluxe costume? Or our Sombrero 
Bandito piece?”
This calmed much of the outrage, though 
there were some who pointed out that the 
costumes that stereotyped real actual human 
beings might be a far greater cause for concern than 
the fictional Martian costumes. 
“Oh, sorry, we meant ‘Native American’ 
Princess Deluxe—our apologies,” the company 
amended on Twitter. 
Activists with vast, endless wells of patience 
continued to speak out against the company, 
carefully explaining that treating other peoples’ 
cultures as costumes is directly harmful and 
upholds racist stereotypes that persist to this day. 
Unfortunately, many of those who critiqued the 
company for selling the Martian costumes seemed 
unwilling to take up the cause. 
“I think people need to, like, relax,” said 
dePointe when asked about it on Facebook. “I 
mean, what’s the harm, really? If anything, it’s 
about honouring other cultures, not stereotyping 
them. When I wore a feathered headdress to 
Burning Man it was so totally about 
respect, you know?”
Ringman had very little to say 
on the topic; when asked in a 
Twitch stream Q&A about the 
controversy, he said, “Honestly, 
I’m not really following it—that 
was all last week’s news, yeah? 
I kind of want to move on to 
other important topics, like 
whether Marvel should have 
cancelled Iron Fist or not.”
People Are Costumes 
stated in a further Twitter 
press release that to 
honour the repeated 
requests to take down 
the racist caricature 
costumes, they plan to 
expand the costume 
lines.
“With us,” the 
company tweeted, “it’s 
really ultimately about 
inclusivity.” 
Halloween costume company pulls
‘Martian’ costumes for cultural insensitivity 
 › Continues to sell costumes based on stereotypes of Indigenous people but, like, totally respectfully
We haven’t even met any Martians yet, and 
we’re already stereotyping them. No wonder 
they don’t want to come to Earth!” 
–Local activist Missy N. dePointe Im
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Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
Hey USB, hey USB
You store our data so lovingly
Hey USB, hey USB
You store our data so lovingly
But now your love has gone away
When you get corrupted, our data fades away
Hey SD card, hey USB
You lose our data so suddenly
For what are we supposed to do
When we do not get what we need from you
Hey SD card, hey USB
Can you restore our data indefinitely?
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Ten.
Just ten more pages to be read
Then, you say, I’ll go to bed,
Or just read one more chapter, first, instead.
Eleven.
Out of fifteen on that last test
You left 4c) blank, you should’ve guessed 
Torme ted by your marks, you cannot rest.
Twelve.
Recall that phase, that tween life stage
That awkwardness and hormonal rage
Oh brain, why must you now relive that age?
Two.
Couples, romance, who needs that stuff? 
Single, alone, you’re happy enough
…In truth, you wish you had someone to love.
Three.
Why did you eat three whole cupcakes?
You know that this much sugar makes
You toss and turn all night and stay awake.
Four.
Four things on your last to-do list;
You checked off three, but now you’re pissed
What was that one last thing you know you missed?
Six thirty.
The cost of coffee yesterday
Your budget’s tight, why did you pay
That much for just one non-fat soy latte?
Seven.
Too late, the night is gone, you fool
Time to get up and prep for school
At least sleep deprivation’s hip and cool.
(though I sure can blame it).
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
There’s something oddly defiant
about falling asleep on the couch
with your ready and eager bed
in plain sight. 
It’s like sn aking out to see a
forbidden friend,
their eyebrow piercing and
green streak of hair too
offensive and rebellious
for Mom to stomach.
You don’t know why, but
you keep going out to
see them. There’s nothing
in it for you, unless you’re
counting the cramp in your 
thighs from contorting your
legs to tuck in where they shouldn’t.
A reckless thrill unfurls in your
chest as you sink into the
cushions, television chatter
turning to white noise, lulling
you into a dreamless crash.
You wake up in three hours,
the lights still on and your stiff
unbuttoned jeans screaming 
to be taken off.
Work out the familiar kink
in your neck that sets in when
you prop your head up on
the arm rest without a decorative
Ikea pillow to support you
in your wild abandon. It gets
a little worse every time but
you pretend not to notice.
Stumble, as if drunk, to
hastily slip into bed without
it noticing. Hold your
breath apprehensively. The covers
sigh around you, happy to take 
you in. You’ve made it. As you
flip over, catch sight of 
your devious couch, waiting
patiently for you to do
this all over again tomorrow.
Late night
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Weekly crossword: 
Arctic
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Across
1. Basic chess piece
5. Cartoon bear, or 
practitioner of a certain 
meditative exercise
9. Small piece of land 
surrounded by water
13. Moral principle
15. Dutch cheese
16. Lunchtime
17. Type of acid
18. Speech impediment
19. One component
22. Calls the shots
24. Alternative to AD
25. Also
26. Slant
27. “__! Humbug!”
25. “That’s so cute!”
29. Finale
30. Vigour
33. Surrounded by
35. Small racing vehicle
37. Cornbread
38. Binge
39. Neither’s partner
40. Acronym for 
standardized English 
testing
41. Exam
42. Polynesian humanoid 
carving
43. Elementary particle
44. Before, archaically
45. Exclamation of 
surprise, e.g. when hit in 
the stomach
46. Spanish aunt
48. Lana Del __
49. A single instance
50. Snowy bird
51. Exist
52. Northern region
55. Group of actors
57. Small seafaring vessel
58. “To me,” en français
60. Angry
63. Perimeter
64. Story
65. Doughnut shape
66. Antlered animal
67. Hole-making tool
68. Concordes, e.g.
Down
1. Pod vegetable
2. Money dispenser (abbr.)
3. Capital of the Yukon
4. Cool climatic event: La 
__
5. Capital of Northwest 
Territories
6. Garfield’s canine pal
7. Petrol
8. Indentation
9. Indigenous peoples of 
the North
10. Musical composition
11. Cut of meat
12. Tolkien’s tree people
14. Simple dwelling
21. Haul along
23. Long ago, archaically
24. RV
26. What 3-down, 8-down, 
and 40-down are capitals 
of
27. Stitch temporarily
30. Large arctic mammals
31. Main course
32. Irritating
34. Mesh
36. All good, casually
37. Little, en français
40. Capital of Nunavut
42. Fast, light keyboard 
composition
45. Troll-like creature of 
Japanese folklore
47. __ Jima
49. Sea or river mammal
52. Not yet arisen
53. Took the train
54. Enclosure of bars or 
wires
55. Bridge-crossing fee
56. Cons’ opposites
59. Mouth
61. Egyptian boy king
62. Curved letter
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7 4 9 6 2 1 8 5 3
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
No. 408 Medium Previous solution - Easy
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9 6 8 1 4 3 2 7 5
8 1 3 2 6 5 7 9 4
2 7 4 8 1 9 5 3 6
5 9 6 4 3 7 1 8 2
1 3 2 9 5 8 6 4 7
6 8 5 3 7 4 9 2 1
7 4 9 6 2 1 8 5 3
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com
The solutions will be published here in the next issue.
No. 408 Medium Previous solution - Easy
Comic by Nova
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